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University Students' Exposure to Societal Violence Content on New
Media and its relationship of Their Awareness

Dr. Aya Nabil Hamza Abdu El Fattah
Lecturer of journalism at Department of mass communication,
Faculty of Art, Damietta University.
Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the extent to which university students are exposed to
content related to societal violence issues through new media, the resulting impacts of
this exposure, and its relationship to their assessment of its role and their level of
awareness. The study adopted the theories of "media dependency” and "social learning"
within its theoretical framework. It is a descriptive study that relied on the survey method
in its field phase, and a questionnaire was used to collect data. The study was applied to a
purposive sample of 400 university students who use new media at the following
universities: Cairo University, Mansoura University, Damietta University, Egypt for Science
and Technology University, 6th of October University, and Al-Azhar University, aged
between 18 and 22 years or more. The study reached the following results:

1. The majority of the respondents are exposed to new media "constantly” (49.8%),

followed by those who are exposed to it "moderately” (42.2%), and then those
who are exposed to it "lowly" (8.0%).

2. The most prominent methods of browsing new media by the respondents were
"using their personal accounts and relying on other sources for information,"
followed by "using some websites and new media services without creating a
personal account.”

3. "Social networks and websites: Facebook, Telegram, and Imo" topped the list of
new media forms that university students prefer to follow, followed by "TikTok
applications, news applications and websites, and electronic newspaper

websites."
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4. "Crimes and murders" came at the forefront of societal violence issues that
university students follow on new media, followed by "psychological violence,"
then "school violence, vandalism, and terrorist acts."

5. "The goal of understanding” came at the forefront of the reasons for university
students’ interest in following the phenomenon of violence on new media,
followed by "the goal of guidance,” then "the goal of entertainment.” As for the
most important achieved impacts, "cognitive impacts” came first, then
"emotional impacts,” and then "behavioral impacts.”

6. "The role of the family" ranked first in terms of the most important factors
influencing the formation of university students’ awareness of societal violence

issues with an average of (2.71).

Keywords: University students, societal violence issues, new media, level of

awareness.
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